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PLAYS im PLAYERS
"How to See Plays"-About "The Blue

Bird" -At the Bandbox.

By llF.CTOi. It'MMBVLL.
AVOLUME containing scholarly arid comprehensive analyses of

plays, past nn«l present, just published by Richard Burton,
bears the somewhat startling title, "How to See a Play." Upon
casual examinât ion the book will strike the specialist iti play?,

1he playwright, or the poor wretch who La obliged to report new plays for
his livelihood, ns a Bort of misdirected effort. Why, these few will say,

is it necessary or helpful t» supply the thrice blessed layman with a set of

facts that ran orly distract his mir.d from the effect of the play n« a whole

nnd make him conscious «>f an effort to tear down the fabric of the drama
aa the players build it up before his eyes? Is the illusion or the machinery
of the drama the moro important to the theatregoer? Cannot the layman
be allowed to judge of a p'.ay from his experience of life or his intellectual

receptivities without a specialized knowledge of the sweatings and pains
involved in achieving an exit or a striking climax? Why not. we say at

' thought, write a tome on "How to Read Books," or "How to Listen to

Lectures"?
These questions which are bound to arise Sn the minds of the profes-

~* «sional playgoer, however, should be dispelled upon reading Mr. Burton's
seriea of studies, for his sincerity gives a new significance, to the title.'

i His book can be recommended to every theatregoer interested in the new

*~Tnovemer.t now npparent in the drama in this country, and will prove, if
not a formal guide, at least a means of broadening one's powers of appre¬
ciation.;

If it had not been for Georgette I.e Blanc, the wife of Maurice
Maeterlinck, "The Blue Bird." which will he presented Monday at the
Manhattan Opera House, would probably now be gathering dust in one

«if the nooks and crannies of the old Norway Abbey of the Benedictines
at Saint Wandrille, Normandy. In outlining it Maeterlinck believed it

too fantastic for the play form, but Mme. Maeterlinck, who is an actress

and accomplished stage directress, immediately saw in it dramatic possi¬
bilities. She turned Maeterlinck's first idea of making it merely a story
into the design which he has so successfully followed. Even when it

finished Maeterlinck threw up his hands and exclaimed "Why, those
. scenes can new r be presented I They are dream scenes, and I have- let my
fancy do the impos. ¡ble." But Mme. Maeterlinck answered, "N'othing is

imj the stage."
The play was published In book form and had already passed into

ten editions when the group of directors who control the little Theatre

Artistique In Moscow, Russia, were persuaded to experiment with the
The poet's wife went to .Moscow with designs for scenery and cos-

had made. Those of the directors who had been the least
f bit timid previously were co fascinated by her conception of how the poem
' play might be realized that they resolved to go ahead regardless of ex-

". though compromising to an extent by eliminating three or four
n< .

The history of the play in Russia is well known. The production,
which had been looked upon as doubtful at the Theatre Artistique, rani

. for more than two years, and so overwhelming was its success that fifty-1
two provincial companies were organized, with much more simple scenery. |
to tour with it throughout Russia.

But even then the producers in the larger foreign capitals believed

1 it to be one of those freak plays which occasionallv appeal to otic country
; and not to another. Mme. Maeterlinck, however, had so supreme a faith

.in the play that she was determined that it should be tried out in one

.<>f the other capitals. Whatever Maeterlinck himself laeks in executive,
skill Mme. Maeterlinck supplies, and before Herbert Trench, who had

] irodneed several of Maeterlinck's previous plays, was really aware what
he was doing .Mme. Maeterlinck had brought him over to Moscow to wit¬
ness the production there. Then she revealed to him her larger plan of

** making her production even more elaborate until it combined pantomime,
draina and apectacular effects.

"I am sure." said Mme. Maeterlinck to this London producer, "that,
the play will empress t.> the great mass of theatregoers a new and nobler
message; that is why I am striving for a production that will du justice

V to Maeterlinck's work."
Mme. Maeterlinck gave up her own plans and devoted herself for

. more than two months to [sketching out the production which Herbert
Trench finally agreed to make. For two weeks Mme. Maeterlinck was

tutored by an electrical expert that she might thoroughly understand the

principle« of lighting. She made a study, too, of the transformation

|V effects that had been used in the great British pantomime, and ingeniously
|r contrived others. She proved an indefatigable worker, and Mr. Trench

declared that the successful London production would have been impossi¬
ble without her. And when "The Blue Bird" was brought across the

¦ Atlantic and announced at the New Theatre, New York City, again her
~- wit and resourcefulness were essential to its success. Not only were Mme.

Î Maeterlinck's plans and sketches used here, but she wa3 in constant cor-

ï reaapondence with Winthrop Ames, fuggesting and counselling many im¬

provements in the play

"Love of One's Neighbor," by the Russian writer, Leo:,id «Andreyev,
' is one of the plays to be given by the Washington Square Players on their
" fécond bill at the Bandbox Theatre. The date for the first performance
* of the new bill is Friday evening, «March 26. The original plan was t<>

give it a week earlier, but owing to the demand for seats for the first
<à, bill, it was decided to continue the present bill un extra week, with per-
... formances Thursday, Friday, Saturday matinee and evening. March 18
- to SO. The Washington Sojuare Players, who opened at the Bandbox on

^February 19, play on Friday and Saturday nights of each week, and
r have not only appeared at each performance to a fold-out house, but

Jiave turned numbers of would-be purchasers of ticket«; away. In addition
t" the Andreyev play, there will lie four other one-act plays on the second

'. John Reed, who will return to Europa next week to continue hi.«

Jksork as a war correspondent, has a play, ''Moon Down," on the bill.
J'hilip Mueller, one of the producing staff of the Washington Square Flay¬
ers, also has a play et,titled "Two Blind Beggars and One Less Blind."

"My Lady's Honor," by Muniock IVmbcrton, is a modern comedy. The

V fifth number is a pantomime in black and white, written by Holland Hud¬

son, a member of the Washington Square Players.

The fact that the D. W. Griffith film, "The Birth of a Nation," ; on

credited with a remarkably successful engagement at the Liberty Theatre,
. is playing twice daily to a $2 scale of admission will hardly be a
*

welcome piece of news to the theatrical managers on Broadway. After

puch an example of the moneymaking power of spectacular feature films
- offering a peg of uplift upon which to hang sensation, nothing short of a

il deluge of similar photo dramas can be expected in the immediate future.

HOW TO POSE
Jane Grey Gives Recipe for a

Successful Photograph.
Having your picture taken, say« Jane

Grey, of "Kick In," at the Republic
Theatre, i« a different operatioi
it was m the eld »lays when the maul

behind the camera placed his victim
bolt upright in a straight-backed chair,

ed a clamp on the buck 0
Lead that kept it in the mo«t unnatural
und uncomfortable p»>« on, «-'.uck a

card at a erooked ai-.tle »>n » stick and
stuck the stick quite » ormal

«ion, and s l mirk ei
.«m,- taneous and sxpreesive n< was ever

painted OB a wax dummy, bade tiu« un-
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tiitppy sitter. "Look pleasant" and
"smile a little."

Photography is a fine art, and the
modern photographer i« a worthy hi

tistic competitor of the portrait paint¬
er. But getting a really natural pict
ure depend« as much upon the subject
as it does upon the nrt.»f. Jane Grey
is «ái.l by camera artists to be almost,
un Ideal subject.

Sie never make« a disappointing
picture. Her photograph« are not only
artist:.- con thej are excel¬
lent likenesses. Mi«« Grey gave some
hints on how to take a good picture,
and the first was the rather startling
command to "relax und become uncon-

¦cious." "For," site continued, "just a.«

long a« one i« consciou« she will never

get a good picture, <»f cour«e," she
added, "l mean un-self-eonseious.

"You. who are having the picture
taken, are the very person you want to
forget about." «he explained, "We al¬
ways look more natural when we are

unconscious of ourselves. I.earn to put
your trust in the camera man. Of
course, you may tell him what side of
your face showi the De ; of your char-
act*, r, but even that In« will tlnd out
if he is un expert,
"Thought« are reflected in the face.

The cameta proves this. It has an un-
- recording what is
So be careful of your

though) when you face the camera.
"Relaxation necessarj for grace

and ease of posture. The one essential
when you pose for S picture Is not to
have any pose if you want to reeeg«
ni'.e yourself when you look at the I'm-'
¡shed picture.
"Have ¡m easy posture and a pleasant

mind. Think of the play, the trip you
took Is ' «uni mer end that funnj man
and his sm ible » fe and the wife'«

r, w.: h her double ehin and her
-ild. What

a dear old, unsell h won sn she was!
"Or th:nk ..i tl *. latest book and the

way in »*hich the heroine worked out
her problems in spite of difficulties.
Think of your best beloved friend, or
your dearest enemy, or your new p
Think of anything and everything and
everybody bul roui
"And when the right expression (lite

when vuu

otmumámetSSáoimtKSiaBaasmmmmmumit ,.-..-,.-
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arc sittinpr only your mind
is busy, the slide «rill work, all un-

.i to you, and the winsome anile
.. rleam of mischief, or the «us-

.- ,, 11 «j: h is the real you,
will he mad«' captive. Then the picture
Will be ¦

HARRY KELLY'S DEACOM
Character in "Watch Your
Step" a Comedian for Decade

\\ ben Han K , att ired in i
frock coat, it« and sub-
maxillary -.I on to the
New Amsterdam stair«' in the first act
of "\.. .'. Step" theatre
who hove been such for the last

.lofhter and up
itat loa of a

1 a«i much
for Dea Uardacre, t

portrays, a
the coi Kelly ha

for i earlj u

.1 has

.and- soers who won
. next to him

in o si
friend, whom and

..'

to aga have
I ible "a the

to a' leaal foi r n rj leal comedy pro-
to luufrhin;

nds of those who make up
audiences.

I1' aeon's first appearance In Now
York was made in "His Honor the
Mayor." So much of a .urces* was lie
that when "His ill Mayor" went

.' office the Deacon bad a .. .¦.

.! comedy written aruund him.
It v>:is called "The Deacon a:

Lady." When that effort pasned lato
lit beyond the i>«.icon trans-

¦

features of
.". 11 me.

.

con era« pr<
die V.

' when bam decid-
N'.'W i ..r.M I ". OU d '¦«.. :''.-

.,.»d him for
"\\':*:r!. To -'. p.'
The hat ¦¦ h h the Deacon wi

the Dillinj hai is the «sra
hat hi Honor the May¬
or" a- worn ever

There hai never been In I
ten y. ars, r, the I leai
a new . indish gar¬
ment was i K lly from the lat<«
"Scamp" ' I

ago, bul
keep it in re-

a

ALWAYS LOVED TO DANCE
Frances Pritchard Began with
an Audience of Apple Trees.

is. And
I ranees

*

t the 1

I
ribitions of the ballroom dances fur
a year now.

.¦!¦¦¦

I knew I want« d to be a der.cer," uavs
"

only th<
. Girls' Latii

Bo«ton. for -. and at that
I began 1

Ill
PMPiiCllE-
OOiUE-'AT

THF,
bela:>co

IQaEaNE FEMWiCrC in THE.
'.SONG o/óONGib" AT THE
ELTINC3E

Lilla Wymr.n. Suddenly we were «lumped.
lap ol luxury, and 1 found

tve to scramble for a living.
.-, the daneing craze began

-i en. and I have travelled on the
of it.

Work you don't call dancing
roi !" i he sxcla med "Did you ever

a girl who didn't love to d
'! .¦ only work about it is when you

pai tier a ho di
ou, ...' who 11 's pedal íncoi

on « v ho hat e never really
quainted with their feet

"Perhaps the most fun I hai in
» Ynrk

.n imagine what a lark it would
girl en yes old to peek

r t^iree big function« in an

SI
i ould be gathi r*.!. and

.hem make a fusi over you and
:.!1 thai ion of thing. Then you look
at the clock and And that you must

S and drive o i to
¦it. And though,

ou rse, il on ly s little inter¬
ludeii people.
ou feel he belle of

the ) talk about
bored, but they nei er

ieem bored to me. From what I've
think they have the joliiest

Id."
Mi « Pritchard gives lifton Craw-

I ir having brought her
tage. He

d meine; in New Vor
.:. tared 'hat fix--

..r.l for hi
il eomedy. Th

' about ner,
:¦:..! bo it bapi ened that .¦» hen Mr.

ird ri porti .1 for rehe u -a! for
"Tue Pes int G rl" be fo ind t it lii
danc | partner v.av the firl who ! id

« eye a few evenings previ-
*'U«. It ii thus that chance met
mark out the path of destiny in the

al w.rlu.

MWMW ON **BKKI.IN.'
"Her..:.' «rill be presented in K. M.

travel talk at ie Hau
this evening at 8:30. Color viewi from
Mr. Ne..man's own negatives will de-

i phases of life in the Kaiser's
capita! us Sir. Newman »aw it just be¬
fore and after the outbreak of hos-

-. Sew motion pictures ju.--. re¬
ceived will reproduce the latest battle-

Mtivities on both the B
B ,. in boundaries. Next Thurs-

at the New
Mr. Newman

hearen through "TI
Capiuls," visitiag, La 'urn, London,

.:..!, Vienna, Coasuntinople,

LEO CAQ.IJ.kO Af«D STELLA HÖflAN ir»"FAP«S
ÄS.P FAINCIE5) *TTKE <NlC<tR^<OCKEfe
THCATRE

Pari:. Br is i, Belgrade am! Cet-
tinje. The rulers, the people, the
tr .ops. the t«r'., architecture and the
preeenUdaj life of each of the eoun*
trie¦« ir.-.".'.. d in the , et will
i,,« portrayed. This lecture vmI! be re«

feated Sunday, March 21, at Carnegie
tall.

"HELLO GIRLS" REVIEW.
At "Ches" Mauri«, Fiftieth

and Bi ro« at midnight
«harp, a . review «¦¦.
"Hello «.«ir!«," by Harry Carrol

Ile proiiuccil for the t.rat time. In the

rant are Maurlee, Florence Walton,
Harry Carroll, Lew BriCO, Mineiva
Covardale, Blye Brown, Jane Klliott,
Olga Hemp.tone, Helen Cullen,
Kathryn Hill. Mabel Hill, Helen An-
dr.'w; and a chorus.

WHITE RATS' MASSIF. BALL.

Montgomery and Stone and Mr. and
Mrs. Veraon Ca<tle are »mnnï the

playera now in town who have con¬

sented to appear in that marches and
tableau! of the masque and c.vic ball
to be held by the White Kats at Ter-
race Garden on March Ifl (St. Patrick's
Eve). Fraak Pogarty, the order's
chief, will lead the opening march with
(¡race l.a Rue. Proceeds from the

entertainment will go toward the vari-

ou«. I nevolent fund, of the organisa*
t.on. Most oí the nui«ical comedy pro-

repreecnted in
a pro«-ramiiio of pageants now in re-
hearaaL

THF STRAND KOOF C.AKDKN.
St. Patrick's Day will be celebrated

w.th spec dancing u* the
irden Wednea«iaj

In Thurada ng preci
regular foa trot eon it. to be eld

fhursday in March, Helen » lark
and Quantin Todd will give an exhibí*
t.on oí new dances.

THE NEW PLAYS
"Taking Chances".Change*

for the Week.

The ShubertS ar.r.o'.r.cr that» M. I»»
Tellegen will be «»fn here at ti»
Thirty-ninth ¿tree» Then're on VYed«.«-»,
day evening in a f ,, "Tski».
Chances," a play been pr».
seated in Wnra. Pi r an*" Ua»»!;,^
The. Eaglish vtriion of the pliy, froa
the German of Haul Frank »mi S»»»,
fried Geyer, ha.« beer, made by Bet-
rimo a:.*i Motf ¦'.:i:e*l «a»,«;».
the p r onal d " rae. Xr.
Tellegen ." lupported by a ca«:

includes Ivy Troutman, Iio.!«on Xitcb-
.II, John Hamilton, I. or.el De-aa»,
Harry J. Ashford, ( arlotta Monterey,
Stanley (¡room*.. Barn. Parker, È ¦'
wvn l-.a'or.. \Vil'«r Cra-en, Winifrttl
Harri«, Viola Koach, Louiss Coat*
I.ucile IHake. Carl Frybe, Robert
an, Philip V. Sheridan, A:mee Dal«
more« and Walter Plingt,

AT WFST END THEATRE.
The first local stock performisci »f

Frank (.'raven's sue-'- '.1 cimee,«*,
"Too Many Cook«," will be midi by
the Jessie RotaStelle Company st th»
We«t End Theatre dar : UM e**etlf
week, this marking *«»»k «7
the stay of tl -i st tk«
Harlem theatre. The ong'r.al Kin «

equipment has been MCUred for the
production nev» v . . witi
msny of the original effects. The tut
will be augmented :'. r li i"

Among the regular members of th«
company who will lupp irt Miss Bei¬
stelle are Coriiss Giles, Robert Adiai.
Hugh Dillman, Hardin i. ¦.¦'..-.«.. J-
«eph Lawrence. Sein'. Mlbei
Mortimer, Sue Vm, «. r. Kitb.'»»s
Comegys, Lalia Stuart G
other«.

PROGRAMME AT WMI.AiK'S.

Lillah McCarthy nr. 1 Granvills B»r-
ke-r will continue their season of p'sri
In Wallack's Theatre until the er.d of
the regular theatrical u loa» after
which they ha'e under way a pr
pre««'nt a serif« of OUt-ef-doer lire*»
performance«. to U
events oí exc. *. Th«
Greek plays they will give n New Yert
an*l elsewhere are "1; .»

Tauri«." "Trojan Women" l

tu." Meanwhile, their current produc¬
tions in Wallael contini
luptedly. The programme for the con¬

ing week will be: ;es*l»y,
Wednesday, Thursday and Satura;
nights and Wednesday matime, !*.
rani Shaw'« "A:
with Anatole France's la WÏ«
Married a Dumb Wife"; Friday nipt
ar.d Saturday peare'i
"A Midsummer Sight's Dra

"THE HIT E RIRD."

Maeterlinck's fairy play
Bini" comes to the Manhattan Oper»
House on Monda;., March IS, for a ipe-
c'al farewell er.ga^.'t. w»eki
af«er a third tl i.r oi I II
try. The here nr.! heroine are Jtek
Davis and little Harriet Mendel Th«
ca.-t a! o includes Thomas K Cortina,
C.wer.d, Iwn Valentine, I-abelli L«
Page. John Sutherland, Georgs Syha>
.er, W. H. Denny, R. Morgan
Brandon. Martha Me *.abeth
Evans, Angelo Romeo, Do
ar.d Mrs. Cecil Raleigh.

AT THE STAND MM).
William Pavershaa Hawk."

i« the attraetion at the Standai
Bi î

.,<r a/ili
Fmily Polini, « ''rUl

ilri'co Hendí H «till
I lay, Thar»

*:.*¦ and s iturdaj
g.ven.

BRONX OPERA ROI BE.
John Bunny and bil B.usi»*-al toxtil

company of fifi pis - ". «¦'

traction at the Bronx o r ..¦ I
week. Bronx theatn Hnnty
for bis comedy m tho motion picture».
Mr. Hunn f in a

musical eo ;.!ini"
COMEDY AT IRVING PI U I

In honor of <.r.-*e ".. .-.? Ger-
of th«

Irving Place .. Ostsr
Blumenths 'Der I epfeiL"
on -'¦ Hui Meyer
Will appear .. :.

. «* -

FILMS FOR HIPPODROME
New Policy Also Int hides Con¬
certs and Special Features.
The New York Hipno Ironie aill >*

elosed for a v. *. liters-
tiens and improi i H*
essary by olicr-
which «rill r,. eon e efl .¦. *h **'
reopening next Sat «.'-. -.-

20th.
One of the mo '.partir**

Incidí ntal to thi
be the <

cay With u co | .rm»*".*»
from 1 to o m
p. m. The »ame ichedul* »ill be f»¡*
lowed daily thr0U| ¦

ether pronoui ced *'"¦ **

¡on ' sf prie»*-
l". 15 and ... ¦>*«* tt*

. will .*

m rmitted m the ..-o.ri««-
the ba.«
The first

"Salammbô,** b i the novel ef-âa
name by Gustave I i

In add.t:on to " IttCtkai J

six parts «.her.- will be a brief I*"*"
gramme of ., topical «J*

pictures, si I a tontis.
"When Sammy Hiti the Hay," br **

Cohl, E i or^ur
tor of i.lm draw.::. -ijteC *"*."¦
toons. Th« proi ¦. chm*
weekly on every
A new method of n

>'

been provided through the inntalli-j**
of the S «leuce ***

makes possible synchro ua'.ion o'sa»*
ure und inu.-ie. . â
The nr.iiicsl programme *'¦!> *y

feature. Contributin * to it wiil be tw

Ir .m.- Qu -, KathertW l"

in-». soprano: Bernice Reraasa>2
traito; Vei

sic Criconi, barytone, a:'J. _,,char»
Thoma« Miisgrove, organ -o.uiiw .»*/

an or.-hesti loi ut «lattaxai
JoLu MclJh.e.


